TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting

September 18, 2012
Town Hall Meeting Room
6:30.m. 

MINUTES 
Present:  Chair Rich Leone, Jamie Bell, Todd Schrager, Jack Solomon, Jon March (7:30 p.m.)
Not Present: Vice Chair Cindy Rooth, Mimi Perrotti
Also Present:  Michael Maniscalco, Town Manager, Jennifer Carducci, Recording Secretary, and several members of the public. 
1.  Call to Order

Chair Leone called this regular meeting of the East Hampton Economic Development Commission at 6:30 p.m. 

2.  Approval of Minutes – July 17, 2012, Special Meeting 
Ms. Bell made a motion to accept the minutes as presented for the EDC Meeting of 7-17-12; seconded by Mr. Schrager; Vote: Yes: 4; No: 0; Abstain: 0).  Motion passed. 
It was noted there was no August meeting, due to lack of  quorum.
3.  Announcements 
Chair Leone announced that the Commission has received Jack Solomon’s resignation.  The Commission thanks him for all his contributions.  
4.  Town Manager; Staff Liaison - Planning, Zoning & Building Administrator
Chair Leone noted that due to illness and hospitalization, James Carey is not present.  
Town Manager Maniscalco was present and reported on the following: 

· Town Manager Maniscalco announced that he has been reorganizing staff assignments and he will be be absorbing the position of liaison to this Commission, over the next several months, with assistance from James Carey. 

· Town Manager Maniscalco met with CNG, discussing the possibility of bringing natural gas into Town. 

· Town Manager is working with James Carey regarding a future Blight Ordinance.  The Town Council has been interested in this project going forward.   

5.  Public Comments 

Jason Pierce, Main Street, asked about the possibility of starting up the “brick program” in the Village Center sidewalks.  Chair Leone will contact Josh Piteo for information regarding vendor, etc.

Mr. Schrager reported the Friends of the Village had come up with a logo, made a web page (itsawonderfulvillage.org) and would like to see the logo incorporated into the sign on the triangle in the Village Center.  Mr. Schrager suggested the sign could be spruced up and was looking for funding for that project.  Town Manager Maniscalco suggested he bring the matter to the Town Council; perhaps keeping the style in line with the other way finding signs.  
Mr. Schrager spoke regarding the Harvest Fest, occurring on 10-20-12; with 20 vendors, 6 bands, and a yoga walk, among other happenings.  

Mr. Schrager mentioned that the Jingle Bell Parade again be held on the same day as Santa’s Breakfast.  

6.  Presentations – None 
Chair Leone mentioned that Mr. Zahavi (regarding 13 Summit Street) was scheduled to present at last month’s meeting and was unable to attend this month’s meeting.  

7.  EDC Liaison Reports (Summary Discussion of Other Boards and Commissions’ Activities) -
None. 

8.  Old Business
a.  EDC Budget and Village Center Improvements
Chair Leone reported that benches and bike racks had been placed, and the parking lot repaved, at the Municipal Parking Lot.  The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the completion of the extension of the Rails to Trails will be held in October.  

b.  Business of the Month Criteria
Chair Leone will bring information to discuss to next month’s meeting. 

c.  Blight Ordinance

Town Manager Maniscalco, James Carey and the Town Council will be working on this item.  

(7:38 p.m. – Jon March arrived)

d.  Local Business Directory, E-mail Addresses

Mr. March reported on the progress of the project.  This project will require a large amount of manpower; and questions raised were how to compile it, in what format, how to obtain quality information, keep information up-to-date, etc.  A discussion ensued regarding the possibility of using the services of an intern from a local college/university.  An intern could also handle a feedback/survey.  
e.  Election of Officers

It was suggested that the election of officers be tabled until the beginning of calendar 2013.  After discussion, Mr. March made a motion to postpone officer elections until the January 2013 meeting; seconded by Mr. Schrager; Vote:  Yes: 5; No: 0; Abstain: 0; motion passed.  

9.  New Business
a.  Main Street Grant Opportunity
Town Manager Maniscalco reported that he met with Larry Wagner regarding the possibility of a grant opportunity.  He stated that the project would have to be shovel-ready and have to do with EDC.  There may be a possibility of some type of a facade renovation revolving loan program.  

Mr. March presented his concept/vision for a 20’ wide, 100’ long, town pier, near the Lake Pocotopaug sign at Old Marlborough Road and Rte. 66.  He has named it “Destination East Hampton”.  The presentation showed his idea of what could come of the endeavor.  He has had preliminary discussions with the State DOT regarding cooperation on the redesign of their intersection planned for the near future.  All present were impressed with his idea.  After a short discussion, it was suggested that a first step would be to clearly understand who owns the land in the area. 

10.  Public Comments – None 
11.  Adjournment
There being no further business to be conducted, this regular meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Carducci 

Recording Clerk 

9-22-12
Approved 10-1 6-12 
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